
Cycle of Engaged Learning 
Around the Arab-Jewish Conflict 

Description of the Work
The research team for the AThe research team for the Arab/Jew-
ish intergroup dialogue course at the 
Program on Intergroup Relations 
works throughout the year to en-
hance the dialogue experience each 
term for our new dialogue partici-
pants. We collect data from student 
pre-dialogue papers, post-dialogue 
papers, and post-dialogue qualitative 
interviews. The data collected is 
coded, entered in NVivo software, 
and analyzed. The team works in 
cross-identity pairs (across Arab and 
Jewish identities) to examine and un-
derstand the changes in attitude, 
perceptions, and convictions of par-
ticipants throughout their dialogue 
experiences.  Our goal, through this 
work, is to promote a better relation-
ship between the Arab and Jewish 
students on the University of Michi
gan campus, and improve our inter-
group dialogue course. 

“In my classes I’ve learned about the conflict in a 
simplified binary.  My experience in this research 
has challenged that binary and has inspired me to 
take classes that expose students to the complexity 
of the conflict.” – Sara Blumenthal

“The Arab-Jewish research offered through IGR 
has helped me in understanding the barriers be-
tween the two groups, and has been a source of 
motivation in diminishing the stereotypes that 
surround us everyday.”   -Zeinab Moussa

How Academic Learning is 
Applied to the Project

Students participating in the reStudents participating in the re-
search team are taught to ex-
amine the Palestinian/Arab-Jew-
ish Conflict through both aca-
demic and social justice lenses, 
and thus encouraged to recon-
cile these together to draw their 
own conclusions. Personal 
points of views and previous 
knowledge from other course-
work are continuously chal-
lenged, both by research advi-
sors and fellow students on the 
team.  This causes participants 
to constantly reexamine their 
position on the conflict.
In classes about the conflict, 
students learn historical facts, 
events, and theoretical narra-
tives.  In the research students 
are able to compare what they 
heard in the classroom setting 
to real life narratives from dia-
logue participants.  
The conflict is a prominent topic 
of conversation in almost any 
class and therefore we are ex-
posed to it from a multitude of 
perspectives.  Our courses so-
cialize us to make us see the 
topic in a very binary way, 
unlike the research.  

How the Project Enlightens Academic Work
Through experiences learned in the project research setting, team Through experiences learned in the project research setting, team 
members are given the tools to discern concepts such as power, 
privilege, and oppression in almost all areas of their lives and aca-
demic study. A key concept that is emphasized is the ability to take 
the perspective of others around them, and to consider those per-
spectives before forming their own opinions about a situation.
By working in pairs, and across identities, we critically analyze each 
reflection written and expressed by dialogue participants. We are 
then challenged to evaluate our own thought process, and then dis-
cuss that with our research partner. Our own interpretations of the 
data are engaged through this process, and we are empowered to 
become critical thinkers about our curriculum in the dialogue re-
search and in our classrooms, our campus interactions, and even 
more so our personal conceptions of those around us.


